THE TRUTH-INTOXICATED YOUTH

Anna da Charan Chattopadhyaya were appointed as
Upacharyas of the Brahmo Samaj. This set up a feeling
of discord between the old and the new Brahmos.
Keshav and his party wanted to abolish the caste system,
but the older people were not in favour of this idea ; it
jarred against their nerves.

Vijaykrishna as Upacharya could move the hearts of
his audience. His prayers and sermons inspired the
hearers with devout feelings during his services. What he
said was always heart-felt, never lip-born. He was ever
true to himself. There was nothing ostentatious in him.
He was not the man to charm his audience by eloquent
speeches, if the eloquence were not the outcome of his
own actual feeling. He never dealt in plated wares which
glitter for the time being but do not stand, the wear and
tear of life. "Simple truth was his utmost skill." The
current of his thought flowed towards just and rightful
cause. He could not connive at what he believed to be
wrong. One day Devendranath sent him some presents
with. a letter, asking him to act as Upacharya at his house
that evening on the occasion of the name-giving ceremony
of his grandson. He could not bring himself to accept
the presents. He was afraid lest he should set a bad
example in the Samaj. He followed the dictates of his
conscience without any regard to the opinion of others.
It occurred to him about this time that, to break down
the chain of the caste-distinction, not only the renunciation
of the holy thread but also inter-marriage, was needful.
He, forthwith, held a consultation with Keshav. The joint
efforts of these two enthusiasts soon proved successful, and
there took place two cases of inter-marriage in the Brahmo
circle. The old Brahmos deeply resented this course of
action.
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